Decial Exhibits 


Nottebhom’s view of space 


The popular large format acrylic paintings by 


the highly acclaimed artist, Andreas 
Nottebohm, continue in the exhibit, Open 
Eyes Unlimited through December 9 in 
Lovell White Hall. His subject matter is 
inspired by pictures sent back to Earth by 
NASA probes and is interpreted by the artist 
into visual poetry. Someday NASA may 
include an artist on a space flight; Mr. 
Nottebohm seems a likely candidate based 
on the enthusiastic reviews of his work. 


Shooting for the Gold has been extended 
through December 16. These photographs 
by Sports Illustrated photographer Walter 
Iooss, Jr. depict Olympic athletes as they 
trained and competed in preparation for the 
1984 Games. The hall also contains 
fascinating memorabilia from this year’s and 
past games. 


Pepperwood In Bloom continues to 


delight visitors to Cowell Hall. Photographer 


Jo-Ann Ordano has captured the beauty of 
the Academy’s natural history preserve in 
Sonoma County when the flowers and 
shrubs were in full bloora. Golden Fairy 
Lanterns, Crimson Columbines and Baby 
Blue Eyes offer a glimpse of spring through 
January 31 on the walls of Cowell Gallery. 


The Amber show will close on November 
12. Throughout the summer visitors have 
been intrigued by the ‘‘golden tombs”’ of 
insects trapped millions of years ago. A 
beautiful display of jewelry and other works 
of art fashioned from amber show modern 


uses for this ancient fossilized resin. 


Pheena and friends 


Pheena the Fin Whale has arrived for an 
extended visit on the front steps of the 
Natural History Museum and Aquarium. The 
2,000 pound, 50-foot model of an 
adolescent fin whale was fashioned by artist 
Larry Foster of General Whale. The 
fiberglass whale is a detailed replica of a 
friendly adolescent fin whale and it offers 
visitors a unique Opportunity to climb 
aboard and see how Captain Ahab felt. 


Neon universe 


Have you visited the new Earth & Space 
Hall? It’s just outside Morrison Plane- 
tarium. . . but it’s out of this world! 


orrison 
Planetarium 


Sky Shows 


The Great American Star Factory 
continues through November 25 in Morrison 
Planetarium. This popular sky show offers a 
look behind the scenes at northern 
California’s largest planetarium. The 
program begins with the history of plane- 
tariums from the 17th century walk-through 
globes to modern, highly technical systems. 
Visitors then not only travel through a 
thunderstorm to the edge of the known 
universe and back to Venus and the Moon 
but also learn how these realistic effects are 
created. A new sound system adds drama to 
this trip beyond the Milky Way. 


On November 30 the traditional holiday 
show The Christmas Star will open. The 
show will begin with a look at stellar 
evolution using examples from the winter 
skies of the birth and death of stars. Then 
the magic of the Planetarium’s huge star 
projector will take us back almost 2,000 
years for a look at the skies that shown over 
Nazareth. What “‘star’’ heralded the birth of 
Jesus? Was ita comet? A supernova? A 
grouping of planets? 

Showtimes are Weekdays at 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Sunday and holidays at 11:00 a.m., 
2:00 and 3:30 p.m. (The holiday schedule 
will be in effct on November 12 and 23.) 


Exploring the Skies of the Season, a 
survey of the current night sky over San 
Francisco can be seen on Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays at 12:30 p.m. 

Members are encouraged to use their free 


planetarium passes for either of these sky 
shows. . .and bring a pass for a guest! 


The Planetarium will be closed on 
Thanksgiving Day. 


Planetarium Concert Series 


The Morrison Planetarium’s Fall Concert 
Series continues under the stars of the 
planetarium dome. 


u " Classical and 

Chamber Music 
Tuesday, November 13 
8:00 p.m. 


Harp, flute and viola blend 
in this program with solo 
classical and chamber music 

mass selections by musicians 
Michael Rado — Michael Rado, Deborah 
Charness, and Darian Spencer-Candy. Under 
the man-made heavens of the planetarium 
dome you can enjoy selections by Tournier, 
Saint Seans, Debussy, Hindemith and others. 
Tickets are $4 for members and $6 for non- 
members. Advance tickets are available from 
the planetarium office; tickets will also be 
sold at the door before the performance. 
Call 668-8054 for information. 


Laserium 


Three exciting light shows are presented in 
Morrison Planetarium. Crystal Odyssey 
features a narrated fantasy trip through a 
land of light and color against a backdrop of 
classical music. 


Laser Rush is a rhythm of swirling and 
weaving laser lights in tune to the new 
album ‘‘Grace Under Pressure’’ by the 
popular group Rush. 


The music of Pink Floyd takes you to the 
“Dark Side Of The Moon’’ with the beat 
of the ““Great Gig In The Sky,” “On The 
Run” and others. 


Laserium showtimes are: 


Crystal Odyssey at 5 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Holidays 

Laser Rush at 7:30 p.m. on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Holidays 

Pink Floyd at 9:00 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays and at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays and Sundays 


nside the Academy 


On Saturday, September 22, the 
Academy lost an old friend, Butterball. 
Nothing expressed the feelings of the staff 
and his countless visitors better the the 
following editorial in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 


Good-by Butterball 

Butterball, one of San Francisco’s most beloved 
residents, died the other day and we already 
miss him. 

For 17 years, the big gentle manatee floated 
peacefully in his tank at the Steinhart Aquarium 
and munched quietly on heads of lettuce. He 
seemed to take no offense at the sign over his 
tank which called him ‘“‘the world’s messiest 
eater,’ a tribute to the massive amounts of loose 
lettuce leaves that always seemed to be floating 
on the surface of his domain. 

Manatees have had their problems with 
mankind. They have been harpooned, run over 
by speedboats and even, say some legends, 
mistaken for mermaids and sexually abused. 
What Butterball did was to remind us and his 
many other admirers that there is a place in the 
world for gentle, peaceful creatures who simply 
munch on lettuce. 

(Reprinted by permission of the S.F. Chronicle.) 


Junior Academy will once again offer field 
trips for the holiday season in December. 
Announcements will soon be mailed to all 
members of Junior Academy; if your child is 
not a member please call 668-7376 to 
receive a flier about these activities. 


Special holiday events will again be 
offered at the Academy. On December 1 and 
2 a dozen Christmas trees will be 
decorated in Cowell Hall in the traditional 
style of 12 different countries. The San 
Francisco Recreation Symphony will 
return to the Academy on December 2 at 
3:00 for a one hour performance of classical 
music under the direction of Laurie Steele. 
And on December 5, members and their 


families will be invited to a “‘Victorian 
Evening’’ to celebrate the joy of the season, 
strolling with carolers amid the beautiful 
trees in Cowell Hall. Your December 


Newsletter will have more information about 


these and other holiday events. 


raditional Arts 


On Saturday afternoons at 1:00 p.m. visitors 
to the museum can enjoy and interact with 
some of the diversified ethnic groups of the 
Bay Area. Each week one of these groups 
will share its cultural heritage by a 
presentation of one of their traditional arts. 


Program for November: 


November 3 Skeletons, skulls and 
grotesque masks are popular images in the 
Mexican celebration of El Dia de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead (Nov. 1-2). 
Javier Sandoval will show us how to make 
these traditional papier mache figures. 


November 10 Anne Lore performs British 
ballads and traces their oft-bawdy 
beginnings to the later American versions. 


November 17 Ricalda Mahealani Uchiyama 
and the Lieaneunue Folk Ensemble present a 
program of Polynesian dance, including the 
ancient hula kahiko. 

November 24 Tadashiro Kumazaki will 
demonstrate the stencilling and rice paste 
resist techniques used in Japanese textile 
printing. 


eet the Staff 


Steve Craig 


When Steven B. Craig joined the staff of the 
Morrison Planetarium in 1960, he was 24 
and the planetarium was 8. Now 48, half his 
life has been spent around or under the stars 
produced by the California Academy of 
Sciences. He started his career as Assistant 
Technician in the planetarium, became Chief 
Technician in 1962 and was appointed 
Instrument Shop Supervisor in 1969. With 
his vast experience Steve is intimately 
familiar with the electrical, mechanical and 
technical problems of the entire museum 
complex. 


Now Steve is Chairman of the Morrison 
Planetarium, a position he accepted some- 
what reluctantly in 1983. ‘““Don’t get me 
wrong,” he says, “‘I love the job, but the 
deadlines are different, more pressing. When 
you are working with a leaky roof you have 
until the rains start to get it fixed; when you 
have announced a new show opens tomor- 
row at 2 p.m. you better be ready!”’ 


And ready he was with the latest sky show, 
“The Great American Star Factory,” a 
fascinating show-and-tell on how the 
planetarium works and how the special 
effects are created. One of the crowd 
pleasers is a lightening bolt effect, one that 


hasn’t changed since 1960. More sophis- 
ticated special effects, plus a new dome for 
the planetarium are on Steve’s wish list, but 
it will take money. ‘“‘Everyone seems to be 
running an adoption program. . .adopt a 
penguin, or a stray dog or cat. We need 
someone who wants to adopt the 
planetarium!”’ 


Even without a benefactor, many improve- 
ments have occurred over the last few 
years. . .comfortable seats, new carpeting, 
and most recently a new sound system. 
Work is now underway to improve the 
clarity and quantity of the stars. ‘““We are just 
about doubling the number of stars in the 
planetarium. By next summer audiences will 
get as close to a clear night in the high 
Sierras as possible,”’ says Craig. 


In other parts of the country there is 
concern about the decrease in attendance at 
planetariums. Any trouble here, Steve? 
‘Nope. We are, if anything, doing better 
than in recent years. The quality of the sky 
shows and the fact that the Morrison Plane- 
tarium still has live lecturers who can answer 
question from a live audience is a big part of 
our continued popularity. Other plane- 
tariums have gone to computerized systems 
which on the surface may have seemed less 
expensive and more efficient. But, the 
personal touch added to Morrison’s shows 
has proved to be an important part of the 
success of our Operations.” 


Steve was raised in Berkeley in a home with 
a professional father and a medical mother. 
He hung out with some local hot-rodders, 
namely Frank DeOme, now Operations 
Manager for the museum, and another 
young car buff by the name of Galen Rowell. 
Following a three year stint in the Army, 
which took him to Panama where he met his 
lovely wife, Juel, Steve returned to the Bay 
Area for electronics training at Heald’s 
College. His two children, Joycelin and Rory, 
are both at college. 


Breviceps fuscus, the plain rain frog of South Africa 


Wish someone a Hoppy Holiday 
with A Membership in the 
California Academy of Sciences 


Please enroll: 


Name: 
Address 


Zip 


(see categories below) 


in the California Academy of Sciences Golden Gate, 


Park, San Francisco 94118 as a gift from: 


Name: A 
(as you wish it to appear on gift card) 

Individual Membership $30 
Family Membership $35 
Contributing Membership $50 
Curators’ Circle $100 
Student Membership $20 
Senior Membership $15 
Senior Couple $20 


If you have any questions, please call the Membership 
Office at 668-7379. 


dult Education 
And Travel 


Meteors, Meteorites, & Craters 


November 1 - 15 

(3 Thursdays) 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Instructor: Norm Sperling, Astronomer 
Cost: $25 members, $35 non-members | 


Touch some of the oldest things on earth: 

meteors from space! They tell the history of 

the Solar System — since before it was born. | 
They make a big impact when they hit, and 
are our best collection of extra-terrestrial 
objects. Come feel the texture of E.T.’s pet | 
rocks, as you learn all about their origins and 

how they end up here on Earth. | 


Stanford Linear Accelerator 


Wednesday, November 7 

8:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Leader: Dr. Walt Terris, Astronomer 
Cost: $17 members, $22 non-members, | 
includes transportation and refreshments 


Faster than a speeding bullet! Journey to 
Palo Alto to one of the most important 
laboratories in the world. After a 
presentation in SLAC’s auditorium, you will 
tour the immense Accelerator Center and 
Positron-Electron Project. Your guide will 
explain the operation and uses of the two 
mile long accelerator, the most powerful 
ever built, as well as the progress on the 
“search for the missing quark.”’ 


| 
Make Your Own Telescope | 
October 3 - November 28 (9 Wednesdays) | 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. Instructor: John Dobson 
Cost: $30 members, $40 non-members | 
(materials will vary from approx. $185 to 
$385, depending on the size of the scope made) | 


Take a glimpse of distant worlds through a 
telescope of your own making. This course 
is designed to make it possible for you to 
complete, for yourself, a first-class 
astronomical telescope. Your scope will be a 
Newtonian reflector on a Dobsonian mount. 
The rings of Saturn, the red spot of Jupiter, 
and the Andromeda Galaxy are but a few of 
the celestial wonders awaiting your night- 


time viewing! 


Academy Expeditions 


Plan your 1985 travel year now. There are 
diverse destinations with adventure and 
education for every traveler. For information 
call the Academy Travel Office at (415) 
221-5100. 


The Island World of Indonesia 

March 22 - April 9 

The idyllic islands of Indonesia rise above 
the deep blue waters of the Java Sea. Lush 
with exotic flora, majestic palms, and dense 
with tropical rainforests, these 13,677 islands 
stretch from Southeast Asia to the tip of 
Australia. More than 350 ethnic groups 
inhabit the archipelago, endowing Indonesia 
with an astounding cultural diversity. 
Academy members will travel aboard the 
privately-chartered cruise ship //liria, a 
vessel large enough for passenger comfort 
yet small enough to call at remote ports and 
untouched islands. 

This exotic tour begins with the sights and 
sounds of Hong Kong. Members then fly to 
Bali to board the //liria for a cruise through 
azure seas. Highlights will include Komodo 
Island, famous for the ‘‘Komodo Dragon,” 
the world’s largest lizard; Lombok; Cilicap 
and the Temple of Borobudur; Ujung Kulon, 
located at the tip of Java; and Singapore. 


Our guides are Dr. Robert T. Orr, Senior 
Scientist of the Academy of Sciences and 
Allan A. Samson, research associate with the 
Center for Asian Studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Costs range from $4635 to $7435, including 
air fare. For further information, please call 


the Academy Travel Office at (415) 221-5100. 


Other 1985 expeditions include: 
ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE 

January 13 - 27 

$4690 to $8450 plus air 

BAJA CALIFORNIA CIRCUMNAVIGATED 
March 10 - 24 

$2980 to $4580 plus air 

THE ISLAND WORLD OF INDONESIA 
March 20 - April 7 

THE GEOLOGY OF THE GRAND 
CANYON § April 7 - 12 


A DIVE TRIP TO THE SEA OF CORTEZ 
May 12 - 23 

NORTH TO ALASKA 

June 15 - 30 

THE CANADIAN ROCKIES: A Nature 
Spectacular 

July 19 - 28 

KENYA ADVENTURE SAFARI 

July 15 - 28 

THE GRAND CANYON BY DORIES 
August 19 - September 1 

THE HEARTLAND OF AFRICA 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Botswana 
August 5 - 25 

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS | 

October 5 - 22 ° 


‘he Month 


At A Glance 


NOVEMBER 
3 Traditional Arts - Mexican Day of the Dead 

10 Traditional Arts - British ballads 

12 Last day for Amber 

13 Classical chamber music in planetarium 

14 Members’ Meetings 

15 Members’ Meetings 

17 Traditional Arts - Polynesian dance 

20 Special Lecture - ‘“‘SpaceShots”’ 

24 Traditional Arts - Japanese printing 

25 Last day for The Great American Star 
Factory 

30 The Christmas Star opens in 
planetarium 


DECEMBER 
1 Decorating of Christmas trees 
2 Decorating of Christmas trees 
3 S.F. Recreation Symphony 
5 Victorian evening 


ovember 
Members’ Meetings 


Dates & Times 

Matinee, 2:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 14 

Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, November 14 and 15, 1984 


Place 
Morrison Auditorium 


Speaker 
Dr. William Hamner 


Subject 
Krill and the Antarctic Ecosystems 


Seemingly insignificant little shrimp-like 
creatures called ‘‘krill’’ were once the 
mainstay of the great whales and penguins of 
the Antarctic oceans. Now nations are 
squaring off to harvest what is considered 
the greatest protein resource left on earth. 
The political ramifications of krill begin with 
biological questions associated with these 
animals, questions being studied by this 
month’s guest speaker, Dr. William Hamner 
from U.C.L.A. 


Bill received his Ph.D. with his work on 
biorhythmicity in the house finch, but now 
he considers himself a plankton behaviorist. 
He likes to say that he bird watches under- 
water. His work On open-ocean plankton in 
the Gulf Stream led to an article in National 
Geographic (‘Blue Water Plankton,” Oct. 
1974). Currently he and his marine ecologist 
wife, Peggy, have been working through the 
National Science Foundation Division of 
Polar Programs on Euphausia superba, the 
Antarctic krill. They have only recently 
returned from their field work at Palmer 
Station on the Antarctic Peninsula. 


Many of the images that will accompany 
Bill’s lecture are provided by National 
Geographic photographer, David Doubilet. 


As usual, your membership card admits you 
through the main entrance at Cowell Hall or 
through the Wattis Hall entrance for the 
afternoon program. Please be prepared to 
show your membership cards at the 


auditorium door for the 2:30 meetings, since 
there are visitors other than members in the 
museum at that time. 


SNEAK PREVIEW: Elizabeth Gawain will 
describe “‘The Friendly Dolphins of Western 
Australia,’’ on December 12 and 13. 
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‘Dectal Lecture 


SpaceShots: Photographs of Worlds | 
Beyond Our World 


Timothy Ferris 
Morrison Auditorium 
Tuesday, November 20 
8:00 p.m. 


Auroras flashing in the artic sky, drifting 
dunes on Mars, eclipses and shooting stars 
are just a few of the photographs in Timothy 
Ferris’s new book “‘SpaceShots’’. 
Photographs taken by scientists, astronauts, 
Viking, Voyager and Apollo spacecraft are 
presented not for their merit as invaluable 
scientific data but for their value as art. Using 
images from his new book, Timothy Ferris 
will explain in this slide/lecture not only the 
fascinating technology that made each photo 
possible but also probe some deeper 
questions addressed in his book — ““Why 


CALIFORNIA 


should we respond aesthetically to literal 

views of such unwordly surroundings as the | | ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

airless surface of the Moon, the frozen NOV - § 163. 
ior 


deserts of Mars, the causeways of Saturn’s 
rings or the starscapes of the Milky Way?”’ 


LIBRARY 
Mr. Ferris’s first book, “‘Galaxies,’’ was = 
described by Isaac Asimov as ‘“‘a very good 
candidate for the most beautiful book in the 
world” and ‘“‘SpaceShots’’ promises to be a 
stunning successor. 


Following the lecture, Mr. Ferris will be 
available for questions and signing books. 
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